27 November 2007
PRESS RELEASE

FINANCE MINISTER PUBLISHES FRAMEWORK ON LOCATION OF
PUBLIC SECTOR JOBS

A framework to underpin decisions on the location of public sector jobs
resulting from the Review of Public Administration, was launched today by

the Finance Minister.

Explaining the move, Rt Hon Peter Robinson MP, MLA said: “The
implementation of the Review of Public Administration will involve
the creation of a number of new public bodies in various sectors
such as health and education and this could mean some relocation
of public sector jobs across Northern Ireland.

“I recognise that the location of public sector jobs has important
implications for communities throughout Northern Ireland and it is
therefore essential that the decisions are objective, fair and well
informed. | believe that this framework is a very helpful way forward.

Mr Robinson said that in the short term it will provide a robust and

transparent process for decisions on location for the RPA-related bodies:

“However, the Executive recognises the need to think about the
longer term and put in place a more strategic approach to the
location of public sector jobs. Therefore the Executive has agreed to
atime-bound review of policy on the location of public-sector jobs in

Northern Ireland.

“The Executive is considering the terms of reference for the review
and it will get underway as soon as possible thereafter.”



Notes to Editors:

The Executive has agreed to adopt a two-pronged approach in relation to

the location of public sector jobs:

e To put in place a framework to provide a robust process for decision-
making on the location of Review of Public Administration-related

bodies; and

e To undertake a time-bound review of policy on the location of public

sector jobs in Northern Ireland.

The Minister of Finance & Personnel made a statement on the issue to the
Northern Ireland Assembly on 24 September 2007.

Copies of the framework can be downloaded from

http://www.rpani.gov.uk/index/cross-cutting-themes/estate-issues.htm

or by writing to Emma Wilson (emma.wilson@dfpni.gov.uk or Emma
Wilson, DFP, Room S21, Rathgael House, 43 Balloo Road, Bangor, BT19
7NA)
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